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Education
2024 PhD, Linguistics, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Berlin, Germany.

Thesis title: Exploring morphosyntactic production and comprehension in Turkish heritage speakers
Disputation title: Comparing topic drop in the majority language German among heritage speakers of
Greek, Russian, and Turkish
Grade: summa cum laude
Examinors: Prof. Dr. Dr. hc Artemis Alexiadou, Prof. Dr. Natalia Gagarina,
Prof. Dr. Albert Backus.

2021 Master of Education, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany, Geography and English.
Thesis title: Temporal Connectors in Relation to Grammatical Aspect in Heritage Turkish
Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Dr. hc Artemis Alexiadou, Prof. Dr. Natalia Gagarina

2019 Bachelor of Arts, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany, Geography and English.
Thesis title: Fat B(erlin) - Urban Identities in Berlin-based German rap

2020-2021 Q-Kolleg: European Borders, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, University of Las Palmas de
Gran Canaria, University of Szeged, Germany, Spain, Hungary.
Project: Students’ knowledge of European Borders

2017-2018 Exchange student, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom.
Geography and English

Work experience and research stays
Sommer 2025 Deputy professor of German linguistics and empirical linguistics, Universität zu Köln, Köln,

Germany.
2024–present Postdoctoral researcher, SPEAK-project: Diagnosis of language abilities in multilingual

children: Validation of a test battery, Leibniz-Center General Linguistics, Berlin, Germany.
PI: Prof. Dr. Natalia Gagarina

2024 Junior Fellow, CRC 1252 Prominence in Language, University of Cologne, Berlin, Germany.
PI: Prof. Dr. Jacopo Torregrossa

05/2024 Recipient of the International Doctoral Student Engagement Funds Award 2023/24,
University College London, London, United Kingdom.
PI: Assoc. Prof. Alexandra Perovic

2021-2024 Doctoral researcher, Research Unit “Emerging Grammars in Language Contact Situations:
A Comparative Approach”, Leibniz-Center General Linguistics, Berlin, Germany.
PI: Prof. Dr. Natalia Gagarina

05/2023 Guest researcher, Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel.
PI: Prof. Natalia Meir

08/2022 Guest researcher, Anadolu University, Eskiehir, Turkey.
PI: Prof. lknur Mavi

2017-2021 Research assistant, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany.
PI: Prof. Dr. Dr. hc Artemis Alexiadou
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https://github.com/Onurunki
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2021 Research assistant, Universität Potsdam, Germany.
PI: Prof. Dr. Christoph Schroeder

2021 Teacher, Alternativschule Berlin e.V., Germany.
Subjects: Geography, German, and English

2015-2021 First aid and fire safety instructor, napaso GmbH, Berlin, Germany.
CEO: Nadine Wicht

2016-2017 Student assistant, Turkish Union in Berlin-Brandenburg (TBB), Germany.
Project leader: Lâle Yildirim

2017 Summer research assistant, University of Essex, United Kingdom.
PI: Monika Schmid

Listings
12/2024 Rejected an offer for assisstant professorship at the department of linguistics (W2-

equivalent), Boaziçi University, Istanbul, Turkey.
Head of committee: Prof. Dr. Balkz Öztürk Baaran

Publications
in prep Onur Özsoy and Jacopo Torregrossa, Individual differences in processing in Turkish heritage

speaker children: Evidence from a VWP eye-tracking study.
in prep Onur Özsoy, Kateryna Iefremenko, Nisa Büyükyildirim, Christoph Schroeder and Natalia

Gagarina, Dynamics of change in accusative and dative realization in heritage and majority
Turkishes.

in prep Onur Özsoy and Mariya Burbelko, “vallah war geschockt” - Topic-drop in heritage and
monolingual speakers of German, Studies in Second Language Acquisition.

under review Nisa Büyükyildirim, Özce Özceçelik, Serkan Uygun, Onur Özsoy, Verb aspect processing in
monolingual and bilingual Turkish speakers, Journal of Cultural Cognitive Science.

under review Matthew Faytak, Sárka Kadavá, Chenzi Xu, Onur Özsoy (lead authors), ... 34 additional
authors ... Erin Michelle Buchanan, Timo B. Roettger (senior authors), Big Team Science
for language science: Opportunities and Challenges, Linguistics.
View preprint

in press Vasiliki Rizou, Onur Özsoy, Maria Martynova, Luka Szucsich, Artemis Alexiadou, and
Natalia Gagarina, Dynamics of verbal aspect in heritage Greek, Russian and Turkish, Chapter in
RUEG collective volume.

in press Onur Özsoy, Vasiliki Rizou, Maria Martynova, Luka Szucsich, Natalia Gagarina, and
Artemis Alexiadou, Pro-drop in heritage Greek, Russian and Turkish, Chapter in RUEG collective
volume.

2024 Clara Fridman and Onur Özsoy, Sentiments towards heritage languages in research, Heritage
Language Journal.
View publication

2024 Vasiliki Rizou, Onur Özsoy, Maria Martynova, Artemis Alexiadou, Natalia Gagarina, and
Luka Szucsich, Grammatical aspect in heritage and monolingual Greek, Russian and Turkish,
Register Aspects of Language in Situation (REALIS).
View publication

2024 Maria Martynova, Onur Özsoy, Vasiliki Rizou, Luka Szucsich, Natalia Gagarina, and
Artemis Alexiadou, Demonstratives in heritage Greek, Russian, and Turkish in Germany and
the United States , International journal of bilingualism.
View publication

https://osf.io/c9w5b/
https://doi.org/10.1163/15507076-bja10034
https://doi.org/10.18452/29345
https://doi.org/10.1177/13670069241261052


2024 Elisa Mattiauda, Onur Özsoy, Natalia Gagarina, and Alexandra Perovic, Inferential Abilities
in Down Syndrome: Examining Verbal and Nonverbal Contributors to Narrative Comprehension
in Adolescents and Adults, Proceedings of CogSci 2024.
View publication

2023 Onur Özsoy, Büra Çiçek, Zeynep Özel, Natalia Gagarina, and Irina Sekerina, Eye-tracking
evidence for Turkish heritage speakers’ predictive use of case-marking in German and Turkish,
Frontiers in Psychology.
View publication

2023 Onur Özsoy and Frederic Blum, Exploring individual variation in Turkish heritage speakers
complex linguistic productions: Evidence from discourse markers, Applied Psycholinguistics.
View publication

2022 Onur Özsoy, Kateryna Iefremenko, and Christoph Schroeder, Shifting clause-combining
strategies in heritage Turkishes, Languages.
View publication

2022 Despina Oikonomou, Vasiliki Rizou, Daniil Bondarenko, Onur Özsoy, and Artemis Alexi-
adou, Scalar and Counterfactual Approximatives: Investigating Heritage Greek in the USA and
Germany, Languages.
View publication

2021 Florian Schäfer, Onur Özsoy, and Daniil Bondarenko, On Disjoint Reference Effects in Short
Passives, Proceedings of WCCFL 39.
View publication

Presentations (selected)
2024 Elisa Mattiauda, Onur Özsoy, Natalia Gagarina, and Alexandra Perovic, Inferential Abilities

in Down Syndrome: Examining Verbal and Nonverbal Contributors to Narrative Comprehension
in Adolescents and Adults, CogSci 2024, Rotterdam.
Poster

2024 Despoina Oikonomou, Vasilis Balas, Ilias Triantafyllopoulos, Paul Portner, Onur Özsoy,
and Vina Tsakali, Mood selection and likelihood: An experimental study in Greek, 5th Experi-
mental Pragmatics in Italy Conference (XPrag.it 2024), Venice, Italy.
Poster

2024 Onur Özsoy, Nisa Büyükyildirim, Özce Özceçelik, Proficiency and cognitive skills modulate
Turkish monolinguals and heritage speakers aspect processing and comprehension, AMLaP 2024,
University of Edinburgh.
Poster

2024 Onur Özsoy, Proficiency and cognitive skills modulate Turkish monolinguals and heritage speakers
aspect processing and comprehension, University College London.
Invited talk

2024 Onur Özsoy, Nisa Büyükyildirim, Özce Özceçelik, Verb aspect processing in monolingual and
bilingual heritage speakers of Turkish, Swansea University.
Poster

2024 Onur Özsoy, Verb aspect processing in monolingual and heritage bilingual Turkish speakers,
PoLaR lab reading group, UiT The Arctic University of Norway.
Invited talk

2024 Onur Özsoy, Acquisition of pronouns in typologically different languages: Morphological richness
and pro-drop, Vienna Pre- and Protomorphology workshop.
Talk

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6fr5k0c2
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2023.1155585
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0142716423000267
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-471X/7/3/242
https://www.mdpi.com/2226-471X/7/1/11
https://box.hu-berlin.de/f/49a477b04c744d56bcdf/


2023 Özce Özceçelik, Nisa Büyükyildirim, Serkan Uygun, Onur Özsoy, Verb aspect processing in
monolingual and bilingual Turkish speakers, Words in the world conference.
Poster

2023 Onur Özsoy, Psycho- und korpuslinguistische Untersuchungen zum Griechischen, Russischen
und Türkischen in Deutschland, Forum Linguistik, Universität Bonn.
Invited talk

2023 Onur Özsoy, Vasiliki Rizou, Maria Martynova, Natalia Gagarina, Artemis Alexiadou and
Luka Szucsich, “Drop it like it’s hot" - a multi-factorial interplay of subject realization in Greek,
Russian and Turkish”, Heritage Languages at the Crossroads Conference.
Talk

2023 Onur Özsoy, Kateryna Iefremenko, Nisa Büyükyildirim, Ouzhan Kuyrukçu, Christoph
Schroeder and Natalia Gagarina, Dynamics of change in accusative and dative realization in
heritage and majority Turkishes, Heritage Languages at the Crossroads Conference.
Poster

2023 Maria Martynova, Onur Özsoy, Vasiliki Rizou, Natalia Gagarina, Artemis Alexiadou and
Luka Szucsich, Pro-drop realization in heritage Greek, Russian and Turkish is modulated by
typological differences, DGfS AG3.
Talk

2023 Onur Özsoy, Turkish as a heritage language, Workshop on language contact, Haifa university.
Invited talk

2023 Borbála Sallai and Onur Özsoy, Does pro-drop in heritage languages influence null subject use
in speakers majority German?, DGfS AG14.
Talk

2022 Onur Özsoy, Büra Çiçek, Zeynep Özal, Borbála Sallai, Natalia Gagarina and Irina Sekerina,
Individual variation in Turkish-German heritage speakers predictive use of case: Remote vs in-lab
eye-tracking, AMLaP 2022.
Poster

2022 Onur Özsoy and Borbála Sallai, Running a conceptual replication of a Visual Word eye-tracking
study online and offline, STaPs 19.
Talk

2022 Maria Martynova, Vasiliki Rizou, Onur Özsoy, Artemis Alexiadou, Natalia Gagarina, Luka
Szucsich, Same, same, but different: Properties of (in)definiteness in heritage Greek, Russian
and Turkish in Germany and the US , International Symposium on Monolingual and Bilingual
Speech.
Talk

2022 Onur Özsoy and Frederic Blum, A heritage speaker by any other name: Diversity in speech
fluency, SPARK symposium at CogSci 2022.
Talk

2022 Vasiliki Rizou, Onur Özsoy, Maria Martynova, Artemis Alexiadou, Natalia Gagarina,
Szucsich, More or less definite: How heritage speakers of Greek, Russian and Turkish in Germany
and the US express definiteness, 14th annual meeting of the Illinois Language and Linguistics
Society.
Talk

2019 Daniil Bondarenko, Onur Özsoy and Itamar Kastner, Sensitivity to Allomorphy in Morpholog-
ical Processing, Architecture and Mechanisms of Language Processing. Moscow Higher School
of Economics.
Poster

https://box.hu-berlin.de/f/8d898d92b4e4461d8e61/
https://osf.io/stqf7/


2019 Daniil Bondarenko, Onur Özsoy and Itamar Kastner, Sensitivity to Allomorphy in Morpho-
logical Processing, 32nd CUNY Conference on Human Sentence Processing.
Poster

Organization (selected)
2025 Clara Fridman, Onur Özsoy, Kateryna Iefremenko, Heritage speakers learning languages:

Looking beyond the societal language, DGfS 2025, Annual conference of the German Linguistics
Asscociation at University of Mainz.
Workshop

2024 Figen Karaca and Onur Özsoy, Heritage language research through the lens of psycho-
/neurolinguistics and individual differences, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan.
Workshop

2023 Irem Duman Çakir, Sofia Grigoriadou, Kalliopi Katsika, Cem Keskin, Pia Linscheid, Onur
Özsoy, Anna Shadrova, Luka Szucsich, Sabine Zerbian, Yulia Zuban, RUEG Conference
2023 - Linguistic Variability in Heritage Language Research, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin.
Conference

Teaching
2024 Onur Özsoy, OLIVE-R: Open Linguistic Investigation and Variable Exploration with R, Rethymno,

Greece.
University of Crete

2024 Onur Özsoy, Turkish as a heritage language, Istanbul, Turkey.
Bilgi University

2024 Onur Özsoy and Natalia Gagarina, Theoretical and empirical challenges of multlingual language
acquisition / Theoretische und empirische Herausforderungen des mehrsprachigen Spracherwerbs
(in German), Berlin, Germany.
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

2023-2024 Onur Özsoy, Introduction to linguistics / Einführung in die Linguistik (in German), Berlin,
Germany.
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

2022-2023 Onur Özsoy, Introduction to linguistics / Einführung in die Linguistik (in German), Berlin,
Germany.
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

2023 Onur Özsoy and Irina Serkina, Eye-Tracking in Language Research, Ghent, Belgium.
EMCL++ program, Ghent University

Supervision and mentoring
2024-present Ece Erten, Master’s thesis supervision, Berlin, Germany.

Master’s student at University of Potsdam
2024-present Annika Miethig, Research assistant, Berlin, Germany.

Master’s student at University of Potsdam
2024-present Mara Döbler, Research assistant, Berlin, Germany.

Master’s student at University of Potsdam
2024-present Amelie Müller, Research assistant, Berlin, Germany.

Bachelor’s student at Free University Berlin
2023-present Nisa Büyükyildirim, Research assistant, Berlin, Germany.

Master’s student at University of Potsdam

https://osf.io/39xnb/


2024-present Lale Bilgili, Research assistant, Berlin, Germany.
Master’s student at University of Mannheim

2023-2024 Özce Özceçelik, Intern, Kaiserslautern, Germany.
Master’s student at University of Kaiserslautern

2021-2023 Zeynep Özal, Research assistant, Kaiserslautern, Germany.
Master’s student at University of Kaiserslautern

2023 Ulas Akin, Intern, Nijmegen, The Netherlands.
Master’s student at Radboud University

2022 Borbála Sallai, Intern, Leiden, The Netherlands.
Master’s student at University of Leiden

Placements
2020-2021 Practical semester (Praxissemester), Schule am Berlinickeplatz, Berlin, Germany.

Subjects: Geography and English
2017 Intern, Gustav-Heinemann-Oberschule , Berlin, Germany.

Subjects: Geography and English

Computer skills
Data handling R, Python
Presentation HTML, LATEX
Experimental

design
PCIbex, E-Prime, CLAN, Qualtrics, Limesurvey

Experiment
types

Visual Word Paradigm eye-tracking, eye-tracking while reading, self-paced reading, picture
selection tasks, two-alternative forced choice, picture-naming tasks

Positions of responsibility and memberships
2024-present First aid representative at Leibniz-Zentrum Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft.
2024-present Fire safety representative at Leibniz-Zentrum Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft.
2021–present Member of Deutsche Gesellschaft für Sprachwissenschaft (DGfS).
2019–present Member of Junge Sprachwissenschaft e.V. (Young Linguistics).

2022-2024 PhD representative at Leibniz-Zentrum Allgemeine Sprachwissenschaft.
2018-2020 Elected student representative, Department board of Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik,

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany.
2016-2020 Student representative, Student council of Institut für Anglistik und Amerikanistik, Humboldt-

Universität zu Berlin, Germany.

Languages
native German.
native Turkish.

fluent, C2 English.
rusty, B1 French.

beginner, A1 Greek.

Academic service
2025 Ad-hoc reviewer, CogSci 2025.
2025 Ad-hoc reviewer, International Symposium of Bilingualism 2025.



2024 Ad-hoc reviewer, CogSci 2024.
2022 Ad-hoc reviewer, Applied Psycholinguistics.

2023-present Reviewer, Frontiers in Psychology.
2022-present Reviewer, International Journal of Bilingualism.

2023-2024 Reviewer, Languages.
2023 Ad-hoc reviewer, 16th International Association for the Study of Child Languages.
2023 Ad-hoc reviewer, RUEG Conference 2023 - Linguistic Variability in Heritage Language Research.
2021 Ad-hoc reviewer, PLOS ONE.

2019-2022 Ad-hoc reviewer, LingUU Journal.
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